scientific writing-''veins twelve or fourteen inches thick, filled with fibrous quartz, amethyst, and rich mammilated stalactiform chalcedony'' (96)-less than appealing. There is, however, much to savor in this edition.
This 2001 edition of Humboldt's Political Essay that includes Thrasher's essay and notes to the 1856 edition, an excellent introduction, the chapter on the nature of slavery that had been missing from the earlier edition, letters from the German scientist and the American expansionist and annexationist published in 1856, and an analysis of the Humboldt and Arango y Pareño dialogue is a good primary reader on nineteenth-century Cuba. This book is appropriate for upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses on Cuba and CubanAmerican relations in the nineteenth century.
John James Clune University of West Florida
Jorge Ibarra. Prologue to Revolution: Cuba, 1898 -1958 Jorge Ibarra Cuesta has approached Cuban history from many different vantage points in a series of articles and books. He has published comparative work on the formation of nations in the nineteenth-century Antilles, and has studied the political history of the dependent Cuban republic and the long-term development of Cuban mentalities as seen in the popular idiom, such as fiction and pictorial art. He is known for his influential writings on the ideology and politics of the antislavery independence movement, sustaining the continuities with the 1959 revolution (Ideología mambisa, 1967) .
The present volume is a groundbreaking, systematic study of the development of Cuban economic and social structures between the installation of U.S. control in 1898 and the beginning of revolutionary change in 1959. It incorporates the contributions of many scholars to important aspects of the question, contests some, and explores a number of new areas in order to complete the coverage.
Long in the making, the book reflects several factors in the author's personal development: the influence of the revolutionary conjuncture of the 1950s, which marked him as it did the leaders of the 1959 revolution; his early polemics with Marxist historians of an older generation, which led him by 1970 to a careful examination of Lenin's methodology for researching capitalism; the rejection of wishful historiography; and the choice of a structural approach for this economic and social history of the dependent republic, complementary to his work on mentalities. It will challenge students of Cuban history for many years to come.
The text comes mostly from Cuba, : Estructura y procesos sociales (Havana, 1995) . The English title, Prologue to Revolution-the publishers' attempt to draw the attention of a broader audience-leaves room for some misunderstanding about the book's objectives. The book does not aim to encompass social movements, politics, or ideology except as indicators of the evolving state of mind of different social groups. It is more about structure and thus about the potential for organized struggle, but not about its political processes and outcomes. The book makes no inferences about the inevitability of revolution or of socialism-which might have been a temptation in the balmy days of 1980s Cuba when the original text was written. Rather, Ibarra analyzes the weakness and disintegration of Cuban society in its unstable capitalist development, its complex web of dependency that accommodated privileged elements while excluding a steadily growing, proletarianized mass of chronically unemployed, typically young people.
Ibarra researches the pace and manner of capitalist development as practiced by Cubans in the different branches of economic activity. From there, he explores Cuban class structure in its different strata and regions, examining each strata one-by-one from sources. The urban/rural and generational divides are organically tied into the analysis. At the most general level, the fruit of all this analysis is found in some truly remarkable synthetic passages in the final chapters, such as his comparison of the crisis situations of 1928-34 and 1953-57. Despite the effort to fill gaps in the existing research, there is some unevenness. The chapter on Black Cubans in the period is less developed than others, and the one on women is, frankly, weak. In at least one case, Ibarra lapses into a formulaic judgment, reducing the historic political conservativism of Pinar del Rio tobacco farmers to semifeudal production relations (sharecropping). This is an important work, but not an easy read for an unspecialized audience. Though an ambitious synthesis, it was written as an innovative and often polemical scholarly essay-a basis for future study-not a general introduction to the subject. It includes some fairly dense theoretical and methodological passages and considerable statistical data and discussion of sources, necessary to sustain the author's points rather than merely to illustrate them. The translation is uneven and occasionally reverses the author's meaning.
The present reviewer would have liked to have seen a systematic discussion of the vast regulatory apparatus of government created during the second half of the period-a major structural factor aimed at countermanding the tendencies of disintegration traced by Jorge Ibarra. But this was, perhaps, too much to include in this volume.
